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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the amendment field on July 30, 2007. The amendment 
cancelled claims 1-14 and amended 15, 16, and 18-28 and also added new claims 29- 
44. Thus, claims 15-44 are currently pending and have been considered below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his 
invention. 

Claims 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 15-35 and 40-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Maehiro et al. (US7058690B2) hereinafter referred to as Maehiro. 

Claim 15: Maehiro discloses a method for enabling communications by a user having 
multiple identities from a single communications service, the method comprising: 
displaying a single graphical user interface configured to accommodate a list for each of 
several identities of the user, each list including other identities with whom the user 
communicates using the identity to which the list corresponds (Fig. 6, item 602: "Online 
Friends 1": Akiko, Tadashi, Naoki and "Online Friends 2": Manami, etc.); using the 
graphical user interface to enable selection, by the user from among the several 
identities of the user, of a particular source identity from which to initiate an electronic 
communication (Fig 6, items 608, 603 "online friends Junko"); using the graphical user 
interface to enable selection, from a list of identities corresponding to the particular 
source identity selected by the user, of another identity to whom to send the electronic 
communication (col. 1 1 , Lines 51-54 and Fig 6, items 608, 603 "online friends Junko"); 
and sending the electronic communication to the other identity such that the electronic 
communication is identified to the other identity as being sent from the particular source 
identity selected by the user (col. 1 1 , Lines 51-54 and Fig 6, items 603, 604, and at the 
bottom of the fig. 6 status indicator "e-mail 1" and "message 1"). 

Claim 16: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 1 5 wherein the multiple identities 
of the user are linked using linking logic based on a remote server (col. 4, lines 53-60). 
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Claim 17: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 16 further comprising offering the 
user a list of potential identities to which a link from the multiple identities may be 
created, wherein the list of potential identities is created based on relationships between 
the potential identities (col. 21 , lines 4-8) and the multiple identities known to exist within 
the remote server (col. 1, lines 23-33). 

Claim 18: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 15 further comprising receiving a 
response to the electronic communication from the other identity and addressed to the 
particular source identity (col. 12, lines 52-56 and fig. 7). 

Claim 19: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 15 further comprising: logging on 
to the single communications service using a first identity of the user that differs from 
the particular source identity (col. 1 1 , lines 42-48); and in response to logging on to the 
communications service using the first identity of the user, automatically being logged 
on to the single communications service for the particular source identity (col. 1 1 , lines 
45-50). 

Claim 20: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 15 further comprising displaying 
the several identities of the user in the single graphical user interface (fig. 6, items: 606 
and 607). 
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Claim 21: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 20 further comprising displaying 
the lists other identities associated with each of the several identities in the single 
graphical user interface (fig. 6, item 606: "Online Friends 1": Akiko, Tadashi, Naoki) 

Claim 22: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 15 further comprising, responsive 
to an addition of a new identity to the list for one of the several identities of the user, 
adding the new identity to the lists for the other of the several identities of the user (col. 
4, lines 52-57 and col. 5, lines 1-12). 

Claim 23: Maehiro discloses a graphical user interface comprising one or more window 
interfaces that are structured and arranged to enable: 

a display portion configured to make perceivable multiple identities of a user from a 
single electronic communication service, and to make perceivable one or more buddy 
lists that each have one or more constituent buddies and that each are associated with 
one of the multiple identities of the user (Fig. 6, item 602: "Online Friends 1": Akiko, 
Tadashi, Naoki and "Online Friends 2": Manami, etc.); and a visual indicator that is 
configured to display the current logon status of the buddies from the buddy lists of the 
multiple identities of the user (col. 8, lines 12-17 and fig. 6, item 606); and wherein at 
least one buddy from one of the buddy lists associated with a first identity of the multiple 
identities of the user is selectable as an intended recipient of an instant message from 
the user (fig. 6, items 608 and 603), and wherein at least one buddy from one of the 
buddy lists associated with a second identity of the multiple identities of the user also is 
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selectable as an intended recipient of an instant message from the user (fig. 6, item 
606: Akiko). 

Claim 24: Maehiro discloses the graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the 
window interfaces are structured and arranged to enable a display of an instant 
message addressed to one of the multiple identities of the user (fig. 6, item 609 "ID 
01234567"). 

Claim 25: Maehiro discloses the graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the 
window interfaces are structured and arranged to enable sign on of all of the multiple 
identities of the user in response to a sign on of one of the multiple identities of the user 
(col. 12, lines 34-36). 

Claim 26: Maehiro discloses the graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the 
window interfaces are structured and arranged to enable sign on of all of the multiple 
identities of the user in response to a sign on of any one of the multiple identities of the 
user (col. 10, lines 56-61 and fig. 6, Akiko and all of the friends list under Akiko are sign 
on). 

Claim 27: Maehiro discloses the graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the 
window interfaces are structured and arranged to enable the user to designate 
preferences for each of the multiple identities of the user (col. 13, lines 54-59). 
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Claim 28: Maehiro discloses the graphical user interface of claim 23 wherein the 
window interfaces are structured and arranged to enable the user to designate 
preferences for one of the multiple identities of the user, wherein the preferences are 
applied globally to the other identities of the user (fig. 14, item 1403). 

Claim 29: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 15 wherein displaying a single 
graphical user interface configured to accommodate a list for each of several identities 
of the user comprises displaying a single graphical user interface that is configured to: 
enable the user to select a particular list for a particular one of the several identities of 
the user (fig. 6, item 608 "Junko"); and in response to a selection by the user of the 
particular list for the particular identity, display the particular list for the particular identity 
selected by the user (fig. 6, item 608 "FFXI"). 

Claim 30: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 15 wherein displaying a single 
graphical user interface configured to accommodate a list for each of several identities 
of the user comprises concurrently displaying lists for each Of at least two identities of 
the user (fig. 6, item 606 "Akiko, Tadashi, Naoki, Junko, Miyuki, Manami" and item 607 
"Yumiko, Hiroshi"). 

Claim 31: Maehiro discloses a method for linking multiple identities of a user from a 
single communications service, the method comprising: for a user of a single 
communications service having multiple identities for use in communicating with other 
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users within the single communications service, authenticating a first identity of the 
user, the first identity of the user (fig. 6, MASTER ACCOUNT= maehiro) having a first 
buddy list that includes identities associated with one or more other users (fig. 6, Akiko, 
Tadashi, Naoki, Junko, Miyuki, etc.) and that enables the user to communicate with the 
other users associated with the identities of the first buddy list using the first identity of 
the user (fig. 6, MASTER ACCOUNT= maehiro); authenticating a second identity of the 
user, the second identity of the user (fig. 12, MASTER ACCOUNT= junko) having a 
second buddy list that includes identities associated with one or more other users (fig. 
12, Junko, Naoki) and that enables the user to communicate with the other users 
associated with the identities of the second buddy list using the second identity of the 
user (fig. 12, MASTER ACCOUNT= junko); creating an association between the first 
identity of the user and the second identity of the user, wherein the association between 
the first identity of the user and the second identity of the user triggers display of a 
single graphical user interface for both the first identity of the user and the second 
identity of the user in response to authentication of both the first identity of the user and 
the second identity of the user, the single graphical user interface being configured to 
accommodate the first buddy list corresponding to the first identity of the user and the 
second buddy list corresponding to the second identity of the user such that the user 
interacts with the first buddy list to communicate with other users using the first identity 
of the user and the user interacts with the second buddy list to communicate with other 
users using the second identity of the user (fig. 6 and fig. 12; Naoki is on both first and 
second identity of user with the buddy lists. Once both first "maehiro" and second 



i 
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"junko" logged on to a single communication system "Naoki" will be seen by the both 
MASTER ACCOUNT). 

Claim 32: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 wherein: authenticating the first 
identity includes using a first password to authenticate the first identity (fig. 6, MASTER • 
ACCOUNT= maehiro); and authenticating the second identity includes using a second 
password to authenticate the second identity (fig. 12, MASTER ACCOUNT=junko). 

Claim 33: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 32 wherein the first password and 
the second password are the same (col. 1 1 , lines 30-35). 

Claim 34: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 32 wherein the first password and 
the second password are different (col. 8, lines 11-15). 

Claim 35: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 wherein: authenticating the first 
identity includes using a SecurelD to authenticate the first identity (fig. 13, item 1302; 
"MASTER ACCOUNT" id= maehiro); and authenticating the second identity includes 
using a SecurelD to authenticate the second identity (fig. 13, item 1302; "SUB- 
ACCOUNT" id=Akiko) 

Claim 40: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 wherein the first identity is a 
part of a first domain and the second identity is a part of a second domain that differs 
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from the first domain (Col. 2, Lines 23-25; "First client system" and "second client 
system"). 

Claim 41: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 further comprising setting 
preferences for the first identity, wherein setting the preferences for the first identity also 
sets the preferences for the second identity (fig. 6 and col. 10, Lines 58-61). 

Claim 42: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 further comprising: setting first 
preferences for the first identity; and setting second preferences for the second identity 
(fig. 6 and col. 10, Lines 58-61). 

Claim 43: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 wherein the first buddy list and 
the second buddy list include one or more common buddies listed on both the first 
buddy list and the second buddy list (Naoki on both Fig. 6 and Fig. 12). 

Claim 44: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 wherein the single 
communications service enables linking multiple identities within the single 
communications service so as to enable presence of one to be reflected based on. a 
login of another of the multiple identities (Fig. 6, Col. 12, Lines 34-36). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maehiro (US7058690B2). 

Claim 36: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 above, Maehiro does not teach 
"creating the association between the first identity and the second identity includes 
using a one-way link configuration to create the association between the first identity 
and the second identity". However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known 
within the computing arts to include one-way link (i.e. one-way link, star-link, bi- 
directional-link, mesh-link, etc.) in order to configure. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include a one-way link configuration in Maehiro . One would have been motivated to do 
so in order to association between the primary identity and the secondary identity. 

Claim 37: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 above, Maehiro does not teach 
"creating the association between the first identity and the second identity includes 
using a bi-directional-link configuration to create the association between the first 
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identity and the second identity". However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well 
known within the computing arts to include bi-directional-link (i.e. one-way link, star-link, 
bi-directional-link, mesh-link, etc.) in order to configure. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include a bi-directional-link configuration in Maehiro . One would have been motivated to 
do so in order to association between the primary identity and the secondary identity. 

Claim 38: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 above, Maehiro does not teach 
"creating the association between the first identity and the second identity includes 
using a star-link configuration to create the association between the first identity and the 
second identity". However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known within the 
computing arts to include star-link (i.e. one-way link, star-link, bi-directional-link, mesh- 
link, etc.) in order to configure. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include a star-link 
configuration in Maehiro . One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
association between the primary identity and the secondary identity. 

Claim 39: Maehiro discloses the method as in claim 31 above, Maehiro does not teach 
"creating the association between the first identity and the second identity includes 
using a mesh-link configuration to create the association between the first identity and 
the second identity". However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known within 
the computing arts to include mesh-link (i.e. one-way link, star-link, bi-directional-link, 
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mesh-link, etc.) in order to configure. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include a mesh- 
link configuration in Maehiro . One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
association between the primary identity and the secondary identity. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on July 30, 2007, 2007 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the prior art does not teach or suggest "a single graphical 
user interface configured to accommodate a list for each of several identities of a user". 
In contrast to the applicant's argument, Maehiro does teach a single graphical user 
interface with a list for each of several identities of a user (fig. 6, "MASTER ACCOUNT= 
maehiro"; item 602: "Online Friends 1": Akiko, Tadashi, Naoki and "Online Friends 2": 
Manami, etc. and fig. 12, "MASTER ACCOUNT= junko"; items: Junko, Naoki). 

With regards to claims 16-28, which depend either directly or indirectly upon 
rejected claim 15, and are rejected under similar rationale. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Auerbach et al. (US 6549937): This reference teaches multi-protocol 
communication in the computer network has a user interface layer with a 
common data structure to permit instant messaging communication with multiple 
service providers that each have different communication protocols. 

b. Appelman et al. (US 6912564): This reference teaches automatically 
configuring instant messaging communication between an intended recipient of 
an e-mail message and the sender of the e-mail message. 

c. Doss et al. (US 7035865): This reference teaches enhances and 
automates status messages. 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

■ 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kiran K. Shrestha whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1691. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri (Alt. Fri Off) 0700-1630 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca, can be reached on (571) 272-4048 Art Unit 2173. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ^ 



October 10, 2007 



KKS 
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